Please email/write Ms. Luckett, Director of the LAUSD magnet office re: planned reduction of counseling services at the HGM and Zoo Magnet. The narrative below is a sample; the more personal your message/letter the better. Address emails to:

estelle.luckett@lausd.net and ramon.cortines@lausd.net and alma.sanchez@lausd.net
Ms. Estelle Luckett
Office of Student Integration Services 
LAUSD
Dear Ms. Luckett,
—> Insert a brief sentence (or two) introducing yourself, and your personalized concerns re: reduction of magnet counseling staff 
Beginning July 1, 2010, The Office of Student Integration Services will no longer fund ½ of the guidance counselor at the North Hollywood High Zoo Magnet Center. North Hollywood High’s solution is to have the Zoo Magnet and the NHHS Highly Gifted Magnet share the services of a single guidance counselor. This scheme is unworkable and unfair to the students of both magnet programs:
( Safety: When the counselor is off campus there are only two LAUSD employees on the Zoo Magnet campus—coordinator (certificated) and clerk (classified) outside of classrooms to ensure a safe campus and respond to any and all school-wide challenges and responsibilities. Note: there is no custodian on campus during school hours.
( Equity: One counselor assigned to 600+ students who must commute between campuses and maintain records in two separate locations cannot serve those students adequately or well.

( Workload: Unlike a typical guidance counselor, the Zoo and HGM counselors have increased responsibilities. The Zoo Magnet must prepare the course matrix and serve as college counselor, dean, nurse, and—along with the coordinator—custodian. The HGM counselor has college preparatory duties that far exceed those of their comprehensive high school peers, and Zoo and HGM counselors meet and conference with parents far more often. 
( College counseling: While nearly all of the Zoo Magnet’s graduates attend college, 60% of the 2009 class earned UC acceptance, most of the seniors at the Highly Gifted Magnet apply to elite private collages, often for early enrollment, and for myriad scholarships requiring not just skilled counsel, but detailed and personalized letters of recommendation from their guidance counselor—a time sensitive task that presently requires overtime from the full-time HGM counselor.
( Special needs: Gifted students may be atypical among special education students, but they have special needs. They do not require resource teachers or remediation; rather, they need increased academic counseling that ensures their access to appropriate educational services. 

—> Close with a brief, personalized summary restating your concerns and expectations 
